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the total number of suffrages received by the parlia-
mentary majority at the election?- How is he to
decide if cases of fraud and undue influence come to
light which would be sufficient to annul an ordinary
election ?

Is it not true, then, to say that the Crown will not
gain anything by the referendum, neither power or
relief?

The referendum will, moreover, imperil the other
powers which the monarch actually possesses.

As to the right of veto, it is not necessary to dwell
upon it. This right will be entirely lost.

The right of dissolution will be fatally restricted.
Those powers appointed by law to make a demand
for the referendum will consider themselves bound
to point out in how far the parliamentary majority
and the people are at variance. How then can the
King tell the country that a dissolution is necessary
because the Parliament seems to him opposed to the
general opinion of the country, when these authorised
powers have made no sign or refuse to declare that
the Parliament no longer represents the feeling of the
nation on some particular point. The right of dis-
solution ought especially to be preserved from all new
complications just now, as its exercise will become a
more difficult matter in consequence of the proposed
electoral reform by which general, provincial, and
communal elections are to be placed on the same elec-
toral footing. Formerly the results of the local elec-
tions were made use of to influence the parliamentary
majorities, although the composition of the electoral
bodies in each case might be very different. In the
future it is to be feared that these attempts will